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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1964 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  for  the  year  1964. 

The  year  was  saddened  by  the  untimely  death  of  Dr.  Madge  Hopper, 
who  had  been  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Prudhoe  since  1948.  Her 
valuable  work  for  the  health  of  the  district  and  the  goodwill  which  she 
created  with  all  whom  she  came  in  contact  will  long  be  remembered.  It 
was  particularly  tragic  that  her  illness  and  death  occurred  just  before 
she  was  about  to  begin  to  enjoy  a  much  deserved  retirement. 

I  was  not  Medical  Officer  for  any  part  of  1964  and  my  part  of  the 
report  is  somewhat  abbreviated.  In  this  and  subsequent  reports  I  intend 
to  take  one  subject  and  present  it  in  detail.  Since  it  behoves  a  new 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  an  early  date  to  look  at  the  district’s  water 
supplies,  I  thought  it  a  good  idea  to  include  in  this  report  a  general 
description  of  the  sources,  treatment  and  distribution  of  the  water 
supply.  In  preparing  this,  I  received  every  help  from  Dr.  Palin  and  Mr. 
Bell  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 

The  remaining  parts  of  the  report  owe  much  to  the  help  of  Mr. 
Tweddle  ;  Miss  Gray  has  done  valuable  work  in  checking  statistics  and 
preparing  the  draft  and  I  acknowledge  my  debt  to  both  of  them. 

1  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
HARRY  C.  T.  SMITH, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District 

in  acres  .  . 

.  . 

3,889 

Registrar  General’s  ( 

3stimate  of  population  1964 

•  •  • 

.  10,490 

Inhabited  Houses 

.  . 

.  . 

3,213 

Rateable  Value  .  . 

.  . 

;^324,967 

Sum  represented  by 

a  penny  rate 

.  ^1.322 

POPULATION  TRENDS 

Year  1951 

.  . 

9,484 

1956 

. . 

9,950 

1961 

9,990 

1962 

.  .  .  >  *  *  •  • 

10,180 

1963 

•  •  •«  •• 

10,330 

196-^ 

. 

10,490 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

N  timbers  Rates 

Males  Females  Total  1964 

Live  Births  . .  . .  . .  .  .  85  81  166 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  15.86 

Comparability  factor  :  0.94 
Standardised  birth  rate  per  1,000 

population  ‘  ,  .  .  .  .  14.91 

Illegitimate  Births  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  6  9 

Illegitimate  birth  rate  per  100  total 

live  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  5.42 

Stillbirths  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1  1  2 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

stillbirths  ......  11.9 

Total  Births  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  86  82  168 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1  Year.  I  4  5 

Infant  mortality  rates.  Deaths  in 
the  first  year  of  life  : 

per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  .  30.12 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  .  31.25 

per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  .  nil 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  ; 

Deaths  in  the  first  month  per 

1,000  live  births.  .  ..  ..  30.12 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  ; 

Deaths  in  the  first  week  per  1,000 

live  births  ......  •  30.12 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  : 

Still  births  +  deaths  in  the  first 

week  per  1,000  total  births  .  .  41.67 

Deaths  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..71  70  141 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  .  .  13.47 

Comparability  factor  :  1.16 
Standardised  death  rate  per  1,000 

population  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15.62 

There  have  been  no  maternal  deaths  in  Prudhoe  since  1956 


COMPARISON  WITH  OTHER  AREAS 
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Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

44.0 

19.6 
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41.7 

1 

Neonatal 
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Rate 

29.3 

19.9 
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Causes  of  infant  deaths 

All  five  deaths  were  within  24  hours  of  birth  and  were  ascribed  to 
liyahni'  membrane  disease,  anencaphaly,  torn  tentorium  ccrcbelli, 
])rematurity  and  thrombocvto]>oenic  purpura. 

Comment  on  causes  of  death 

28  deaths  were  from  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  and  these 
accounted  for  most  of  the  deaths  in  the  1 — 35  years  age  groups.  There 
are  some  1400  of  the  population  normally  resident  in  the  Prudhoe  and 
Monkton  Hospital  and  the  crude  death  rate  for  these  is  20  per  1,000. 
h'or  the  remainder  of  the  j)opu1ation  the  crude  death  rate  is  12.4  per  1,000. 

In  the  community  there  was  a  larger  than  expected  number  of 
deaths  in  the  45 — 64  year  age  group.  Coronary  thrombosis  accounted 
for  eleven  of  these.  The  exact  cause  of  this  disease  has  not  been  elucidated. 
Factors  associated  wdth  it  are  lack  of  exercise,  smoking  and  increased 
intake  of  animal  fats.  Some  consider  increased  responsibility  and  general 
stress  of  living  to  be  somehow  a  factor  but  others  have  denied  this.  It  is 
a  disease  which  is  on  the  increase  and  it  is  hoped  that  further  knowledge 
may  lead  to  its  prevention. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT 


Cause  of  Death 

Sex 

Total 

All  Ages 

U  nder 

4  weeks 

4  weeks 
and 
under 

1  year 

1— 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

1(1) 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Measles  ,  . 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

1(1) 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach .  . 

M. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung. 

M. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

bronchus 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  . 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .  . 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Other  malignant  and 

M. 

7(1) 

_ 

— 

— 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

F. 

7(2) 

— 

— 

— 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes  . . 

M. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

M. 

5 

— 

— 

— 

System 

F. 

7 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

M. 

17(4) 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

12(1) 

— 

— 

— 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

disease 

F. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

M. 

4(1) 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

8 

— 

— 

— 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

M. 

6 

— 

— 

F. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

23 

Pneumonia 

M. 

5(2) 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

6(3) 

— 

— 

— 

24 

Bronchitis 

M. 

3(1) 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

F. 

M* 

- 

_ 

— 

— 

system 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

M, 

1 

— 

— 

— 

duodenum  . . 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  .  . 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

M. 

2(2) 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

3(2) 

1 

— 

— 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

M. 

8(3) 

1 

— 

— 

diseases 

F. 

10(3) 

3 

— 

— 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

M. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

34 

All  other  accidents 

F. 

M. 

2(1) 

_ 

- 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  All  Causes  . . 

M. 

71(15) 

1 

«... 

— 

F. 

70(13) 

4 

— 

1 

(The  first  figure  gives  the  total  number  of  deaths  and  the  figures  in  brackets 
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PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1964. 


Age  -n  Years 


10 

TUBERCULOSIS 
New  Cases  notified  during  1964 

Pulm  0  n  a  vy  N  o  n  -  P  it  Inio  n  a  vy 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

Under  1  year  .  .  .  .  —  —  — 

1 —  5  years  .  .  .  .  —  —  —  — 

5—15  ..  .  .  .  .  ]  —  —  — 

15—25  ,,  ..  —  —  — 

25—35  „  ....  —  —  —  — 

35__45  „  ....  —  1  —  — 

45  years  and  over  .  .  .  .  3(1)  —  —  — 

4(1)  1  -  - 


(Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  cases  indicated  in  brackets) 


Tuberculosis  Register 


Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

'Total 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

December,  1963.  . 

. .  24  15 

11 

7 

57 

December,  1964.  . 

. .  25  16 

11 

7 

59 

Number  of  Cases  in  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  Sanatorium 

December,  1964.  . 

.  .  7  9 

1 

1 

18 

Comparison  with  Previous  Years  (excluding  Prudhoe  and  Monkton 

Hospital  cases) 

New  Cases 

Year 

Pulmonarv 

N  on- Pulmon  ar^ 

All 

Deaths 

Average  1951 — 1955 

10  ■ 

2 

1 

Average  1956 — 1960 

5 

1 

1 

1961  . . 

3 

— 

1 

1962  . . 

1 

1- 

1 

1963  . . 

5 

— 

2 

1964  . . 

4 

— 

_ 

The  tuberculosis  situation  was  trausforiucd  between  the  years 
1946  and  1960.  The  main  factor  has  undoubtedly  been  the  introduction 
of  efficient  drug  treatment  which  improves  the  prospects  enormously  for 
the  individual  patient.  As  a  result  the  number  of  tuberculosis  deaths  is 
reduced  to  about  one-tenth  of  the  previous  figure.  The  individual 
contracting  the  disease  is  able  to  return  to  full  community  life  in  a  matter 
of  months  and  is  not  likely  to  break  down.  Treatment  as  well  as  helping 
the  individual  so  much  also  hel])s  the  community  because  it  quickly 
renders  non-infections  those  individuals  witli  open  tuberculosis  who 
are  coughing  up  the  tuberculosis  bacillus. 

The  other  main  factor  in  transforming  the  tuberculosis  position  is 
early  diagnosis.  This  again  is  of  great  benefit  to  the  individual  as  it 
greatly  reduces  the  time  spent  in  hospital  and  makes  cure  much  more 
certain.  It  also  leads  to  the  early  isolation  and  treatment  of  those  trans¬ 
mitting  the  disease  and  thus  prevents  spread.  Contacts  of  cases,  both 
at  work  and  home,  are  examined  at  chest  clinics.  Up  till  1963  mass 
x-ray  units  visited  most  districts  each  year  and  members  of  the  public 
were  encouraged  to  come  forward. 
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ll.C.G.,  vaccination  also  helped  in  the  reduction  of  tuberculosis 
morbidity.  As  far  as  possible  children  who  are  contacts  of  cases  are 
given  the  inoculation  and  since  195b  all  school  children  have  been  offered 
B.C.G.,  round  about  their  I3th  year.  This  protects  them  over  the  years  of 
adolescence  when  they  are  exceptionally  vulnerable  to  tuberculosis. 

Lastly,  rising  living  standards  have  also  helped  in  the  fight  against 
tuberculosis.  The  Council  have  a  part  to  play  here  as  good  housing  un¬ 
doubtedly  reduces  the  transmission  of  tid)erculosis.  The  rehousing  of 
specific  tuberculosis  cases  has  usually  been  readily  done  by  the  Council. 
It  should  not  be  forgotten  also  that  slum  clearance  and  relief  of  over¬ 
crowding  may  well  stop  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  developing. 

The  situation  today  is  slightly  different.  All  the  factors  mentioned 
have  been  in  use  for  a  number  of  years  and  the  returns  from  them  are 
now  diminishing.  The  decline  in  incidence  of  tuberculosis  is  levelling  out. 
This  is  happening  at  a  time  when  tuberculosis  is  still  a  major  problem 
although  much  less  formidable  than  before.  Certain  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  facilities  for  early  diagnosis.  In  the  early  1950’s  mass  x-ray 
units  seemed  a  very  good  idea  and  at  that  time  up  to  five  cases  per 
1,000  examined  were  diagnosed  as  tuberculosis.  Now  less  than  one  per 
thousand  are  diagnosed.  It  has  been  thought  for  some  years  that  it  is 
the  same  individuals  who  come  forward  each  year  and  they  are  relatively 
free  from  tuberculosis  whereas  those  who  never  go  for  x-rays  are  those 
who  are  harbouring  the  disease.  From  now  on  the  mobile  unit  will  visit 
the  district  less  frequently  and  more  use  will  be  made  of  static  units  such 
as  the  one  at  Newcastle  General  Hospital.  This  is  open  to  members  of 
public  who  can  either  go  on  their  own  initiative  or  on  the  advice  of  their 
doctor.  It  is  hoped  that  all  persons  who  have  a  cough  or  who  are  feeling 
at  all  out  of  sorts  will  attend  for  an  x-ray.  The  times  of  opening  of  the 
unit  are  ; 

Monday  to  Friday  ;  10  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  ;  2-30  p.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 
also  Wednesday  Evening  :  6  p.m.  to  7-30  p.m. 

Formerly  tuberculosis  had  its  most  tragic  effects  as  a  disease  of 
young  adults  ;  now  the  largest  incidence  is  in  the  middle-aged  and  elderly 
particularly  in  males.  Unfortunately  middle-aged  and  elderly  men  do 
not  respond  so  well  to  treatment,  are  less  willing  to  come  forward  for 
x-ray  surveys,  are  not  able  to  take  advantage  of  B.C.G.,  and  they  are  at 
a  stage  in  life  where  improved  social  conditions  have  less  effect. 

Thus  the  battle  of  tuberculosis  is  by  no  means  won  and  the  final 
stages  may  prove  more  intractable  than  the  early  stages. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


7\  G  E 

Total 

0—1 

1—4 

5—14 

15—64 

65  -f 

Measles 

1 

35 

28 

1 

— 

65 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

8 

3 

— 

— ■ 

13 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

— 

1 

13 

— 

— 

14 

Erysipelas.  . 

— 

— 

» 

— 

1 

1 

Measles 

Sporadic  cases  occurred  throughout  the  year.  On  a  national  scale 
epidemics  occur  every  two  years  and  after  a  heavy  epidemic  in  the 
winter  of  1962/1963,  few  cases  were  notified  before  the  disease  showed 
up  again  in  the  winter  of  1964/1965. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Sporadic  cases  occurred  and  the  infection  in  all  cases  was  mild. 

Salmonellosis 

Typhoid  :  The  Aberdeen  epidemic  occurred  in  May  and  June,  1964. 
As  a  result  of  this  and  previous  outbreaks,  corned  beef  came  under  sus¬ 
picion.  It  was  found  that  cans  were  being  cooled  in  water  which  had  not 
been  chlorinated.  As  a  result,  the  Ministry  of  Health  advised  that  certain 
batches  be  withdrawn  from  sale.  This  involved  the  Public  Health  Ins¬ 
pector  in  a  great  deal  of  extra  work  particularly  as  rather  different 
instructions  were  issued  over  a  period  of  days.  However,  the  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  visit  to  shops  and  canteens  were  at  a  time  when  the 
personnel  were  particularly  receptive  to  education  on  matters  of  hygiene. 

Other  Salmonella  Infections  :  One  case  of  Salmonella  heidelberg  in¬ 
fection  occurred  in  August  and  another  of  Salmonella  newport  in  the 
same  month.  Both  cases  were  investigated  and  stool  specimens  taken 
from  all  members  of  the  family.  As  with  most  isolated  cases,  the  cause 
was  not  identified.  One  person  infected  was  a  food  handler  and  was 
kept  off  work  until  clear. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

As  stated  earlier  the  description  on  the  following  pages  has  been 
mostly  obtained  from  information  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  Palin,  Chief 
Chemist  to  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 


Sources  of  Supply 

Both  upland  surface  and  river  water  are  used  and  the  main  sources 


are  set  out. 

Upland  Surface  %  of  total 

Catcleugh  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  48 

Colt  Crag  and  Little  Swinburne  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Hallington  East  and  West  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Whittle  Dene  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 


77 

River 

Tyne  at  Barrasford  into  West  Hallington.  .  .  .  1 

Tyne  at  Wylam  (pre  chlorinated)  to  Whittle  Dene  22 

23 


The  water  from  Catcleugh,  Colt  Crag,  Little  Swinburne  and  Hal¬ 
lington  is  conveyed  by  tunnel,  pipeline  or  open  water  course  to  Whittle 
Dene  and  Prudhoe's  supply  is  purified  there. 

Purification 

There  are  three  elements  in  the  purification  of  the  supply. 

1 .  Storage  :  This  is  primarily  done  to  even  out  the  supply  but  has 
the  incidental  effect  of  greatly  reducing  the  number  of  bacteria 
in  the  water. 

2.  Filtration  :  At  Whittle  Dene  there  are  still  some  of  the  old 
fashioned  slow  sand  types  of  filter.  These  are  efficient  but  take 
up  a  lot  of  space  and  are  relatively  costly  to  run.  Rapid  gravity 
hlters  and  the  pressure  filters  are  also  in  use.  Water  after  treat¬ 
ment  with  alum  or  other  coagulant  passes  through  the  hlters 
in  hfteen  minutes.  The  hlters  are  cleaned  by  simple  back- 
washing  at  an  increased  rate  of  flow. 

3.  Chlorination  :  The  water  from  the  River  Tyne  at  Wylam  is 
chlorinated  at  source  ;  usually  0.8  parts  per  million  chlorine 
are  added. 

At  Whittle  Dene  after  hltration  0.15  parts  per  million  of 
ammonia  and  0.6  parts  per  million  of  chlorine  are  added.  This 
can  be  varied  according  to  the  amount  of  residual  chlorine. 

Distribution 

From  Whittle  Dene  the  main  pipe  crosses  the  Tyne  at  West  Wylam 
and  is  pumped  from  there  to  Drawback  Reservoir.  This  is  an  enclosed 
tank  with  a  capacity  of  500,000  gallons.  Most  of  Prudhoe  is  supplied 
direct  from  this  reservoir.  There  is  also  a  smaller  tank  at  Mickley  with  a 
capacity  of  30,000  gallons.  Plans  are  in  for  the  building  of  a  new  tank  at 
Mickley  with  a  capacity  of  120,000  gallons. 
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Sampling 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  methods  can  be  used.  In  day  to  day 
work  bacteriological  sampling  is  most  useful.  It  measures  the  number 
of  the  organism  B.  coli  per  100  ml  of  water  and  the  presence  of  this 
organism  is  indicative  of  faecal  pollution.  The  Company  examine  samples 
from  the  various  sources,  at  the  filter  works  before  and  after  treatment, 
and  from  domestic  taps.  In  Prudhoe,  the  health  department  also  takes 
a  number  of  samples. 

The  water  arriving  at  Whittle  Dene  from  the  various  upland  surface 
sources  has  a  variable  number  of  B.  coli  but  the  average  is  50  per  100  ml. 
The  Tyne  water  at  Wylam  is  heavily  polluted  at  source  but  after  chlorin¬ 
ation  it  arrives  at  Whittle  Dene  with  a  negligible  number  of  B.  coli. 

After  filtration  and  chlorination  a  large  number  of  samples  are 
taken  at  Whittle  Dene.  Last  year  only  one  of  these  gave  an  unsatis¬ 
factory  result. 


Sampling  at  Prudhoe 


Samples  are  taken  from  domestic 
district.  Results  are  as  follows  ; — 

taps  at  various  points  in  the 

Probable  numbers  per  100  ml 

Date  District  Coliform  bacilli  Bact. 

12  Feb.  Prudhoe  District  (3  samples)  0 

27  Feb.  Prudhoe  District  (2  samples)  0 

27  Feb.  Halfway  District  (1  sample)  0 

27  Feb.  Mickley  District  (1  sample)  0 

7  May  Prudhoe  District  (2  samples)  0 

27  Aug.  Prudhoe  District  (2  samples)  0 

13  Oct.  Halfway  District  (1  sample)  0 

13  Oct.  Prudhoe  District  (1  sample)  0 

coli  (type  1) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

26  Nov.  Prudhoe  District  (3  samples)  0 

1  Dec.  Prudhoe  District  (2  samples)  0 

10  Dec.  Prudhoe  District  (2  samples)  0 

Typical  Results  of  Chemical  Analyses  of  Filtered 

Max. 

Waters 

Min. 

0 

0 

0 

Mean. 

pFI  Value 

7.7 

6.8 

7.2 

Free  C02 

16 

2 

6 

Alkalinity  (as  CaC03) 

Hardness  (as  CaC03) 

140 

50 

84 

Total 

194 

92 

138 

Carbonate 

140 

50 

84 

Non-Carbonate  .  . 

108 

28 

54 

Calcium  .  . 

176 

66 

112 

Magnesium 

60 

16 

26 

Chlorides  (as  Cl) 

17 

9 

12 

Sulphates  (as  S04)  .  . 

72 

18 

46 

Silica  (as  Si02) 

4.2 

0.8 

2.4 

Fluorides  (as  F) 

0.3 

0.1 

0.2 

Iron  (as  Fe)  .  . 

0.25 

0.01 

0.07 

Manganese  (as  Mn)  .  . 

0.05 

0.01 

0.01 

Free  &  Saline  Ammonia  (as  N) 

0.23 

0.04 

0.12 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (as  N) 

0.20 

0.01 

0.09 

15 


Nitrates  (as  N) 

Oxygen  absorbed  from 

•  • 

2.0 

0.1 

0.8 

permanganate  .  . 

.  . 

3.4 

1.0 

2.0 

Dissolved  Solids 

280 

130 

210 

Chemical  results  in  milligrams  per  litre. 

Notes  : 


1.  Over  much  of  the  distribution  system  the  water  is  a  blend  of 
the  products  of  the  principal  treatment  plants. 

2.  I'hesc  plants  m  turn  receive  water  in  variable  proportions 
from  the  several  sources  utilised  by  the  Company. 

3.  It  is  therefore  difficult  to  predict  the  composition  of  the  supply 
to  any  particular  point  and  the  maxima  and  minima  quoted 
are  not  to  be  regarded  as  absolute  values  but  rather  as  limits 
not  likely  to  be  exceeded  in  normal  circumstances. 

Piped  Water  Supplies 

As  far  as  is  known  all  dwelling  houses  in  Prudhoe  have  an  internal 
piped  water  supply. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1964 


1  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report. 

INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

Water  Supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  62 

Drainage  (new  or  reconstructed)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  185 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Factories.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  60 

Public  Conveniences  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  72 

Places  of  Entertainment  and  Licensed  ITemises  .  .  .  .  21 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  200 

Rodent  Control  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  86 

Atmospheric  Pollution  (Clean  Air  Act)  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Schools  and  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  689 

Inquiries  and  Disinfection  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease .  .  68 

Butchers,  Canteens,  Dairies,  Fishmongers,  Grocers  and 

Food  Preparing  Premises .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  207 

Ice  Cream  Retailers,  Manufacturers  and  Restaurants  .  .  19 

Street  Hawkers’  Carts  and  Vehicles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  70 


1,849 


Number  of  Nuisances  Found  .  .  .  .  .  .  107 

Number  of  Nuisances  Abated  .  .  .  .  .  .  107 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  Served  .  .  .  .  77 

Number  of  Verbal  Notices  Complied  With  .  .  77 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served  ..  ..  118 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  With  ..  117 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  .  .  .  .  — 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Complied  With  .  .  — 

General  Administration  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

A  total  of  566  enquiries  and  complaints,  an  increase  of  118  on  the 
previous  year,  was  received  by  the  Public  Health  Department  and 
dealt  with. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936  and  1961 

Ash  privies  at  10  North  Row,  Eltringham,  St.  Thomas’  Terrace, 
Prudhoe  and  Mickley  Station  Cottages,  were  discontinued  and  in  two 
instances,  w.c.’s  were  provided.  In  the  other  two  cases,  the  houses  were 
closed  for  human  habitation. 
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At  tlic  end  of  1964,  there  were  16  properties  still  using  ash  priN'ices 
but  in  most  of  tlie  eases,  no  sewer  was  a^'ailal)le. 

Housing 

At  the  end  of  1964,  142  houses  had  received  grant  for  improvement 
purposes  with  an  approximate  average  grant  per  house  of  £240.  Efforts 
were  being  continually  made  to  inform  owners  of  properties  of  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  standard  or  discretionary  grants  which  could  be  obtained  for 
improving  houses  with  a  reasonable  life. 

Inspections  of  properties  were  maintained  and  a  list  is  given  of  the 


various  repair  work  carried  out  in  1964  ; — 

Dampness  abated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Walls  and  ceiling  plaster  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  5 

Roofs  renewed  or  repaired  and  chimney  stacks  re¬ 
pointed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  14 

Walls  repointed  and  eaves  gutters  renewed  or  re¬ 
paired  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Window  frames  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

W.C.'s  renewed,  repaired  or  provided  .  .  .  .  11 

Water  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Yard  surfaces  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Drains  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  105 

Dustbins  renewed  and  additional  dustbins  provided  41 
Food  stores  provided  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Accumulations  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Scullery  sinks  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Gullies  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

New  drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Privies  and  privy  ashpits  abolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 


HOUSING 


New  Houses  Completed 

During  the  Year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  .  . 

42 

— 

42 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  By  Private  Persons  .  . 

— 

12 

12 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  District  .  .  3,213 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Imcal  Authority  .  1,625 


ACTION  WITH  REGARD  TO  UNFIT  HOUSES 

Closing  and  Demolition  No.  of  houses 

1.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  .  .  .  .  .  .  — - 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  .  .  .  .  — 

3.  Houses  Closed,  not  demolished  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  43 

4.  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwell¬ 

ings  and  not  included  above 


2 


18 


Repairs 

Houses  made  fit 

5.  By  informal  action  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

6.  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

7.  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

8.  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction .  .  .  .  — 

Houses  patched 

9.  Houses  in  clearance  areas  still  in  use  at  end  of  5mar  for 

temporary  accommodation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Clearance  Programme 

10.  Number  of  unfit  houses  in  clearance  programme  remain¬ 
ing  to  be  dealt  with  at  end  of  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

iVo.  of  separate 
tiouses 

A.  Discretionary  Grants 


1. 

Applications  submitted  to  local  authorit}^  during  year 

4 

2. 

Applications  rejected 

.  . 

— 

3. 

Applications  approved 

4 

4. 

Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house 

. .  /240 

5. 

Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant 

in  area  since 

inception  of  scheme 

•  • 

142 

During  the 

Total 

Standard  Grants 

Year 

to  Date 

1. 

Number  of  separate  houses  for 

which  grants  have  been  made 

8 

12 

9 
^  • 

Number  of  houses  so  provided  with 

(a)  Bath  or  shower 

8 

12 

(b)  Wash  hand  basin  .  . 

8 

12 

(c)  Hot  water  supply  .  . 

8 

!2 

(d)  Water  closet 

8 

12 

(e)  Food  Store 

8 

12 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Number  of  privy  closets  in  use  in  the  area  at  the  end  of  the  year  :  17 


BYE-LAWS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


9th  October,  1950. 


31st  December,  1953. 
1st  June,  1960. 

1st  January,  1961. 


Model  Byelaws,  Series  (1),  Ministry  of  Food. 
Section  15,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

For  securing  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in 
connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and 
delivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air. 

Model  Byelaws  (Buildings). 

Building  Byelaws  made  under  Section  24  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Building  Byelaws  made  under  Section  61  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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Housing 

Two  railway  houses  at  Mickley  Station  were  closed  for  habitation 
and  steps  were  also  taken  to  close  Castle  Cottage,  Low  Prudhoe. 

In  April,  an  inspection  of  the  80  Bungalows  at  Edgewell  was  carried 
out  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
following  a  request  by  the  Council  for  the  demolition  of  these  houses. 
The  Ministry  subsequently  confirmed  the  clearance  order  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  tenants  from  these  properties  were  being  moved  to 
other  council  houses. 

Drainage  Work 

A  considerable  amount  of  drainage  work  at  the  new  housing  estate 
adjoining  South  Road,  Prudhoe  for  George  Wimpey  and  Company  Ltd., 
was  supervised  and  tested. 

Drainage  work  was  also  examined  at  the  various  houses  where 
improvements  were  being  effected,  new  houses  £it  Moor  Road,  Prudhoe 
for  Ambrose  Armstrong  and  the  new  hotel  at  West  Wylani. 

Public  Conveniences 

These  premises  at  Branch  End,  Stocksfield  and  Prudhoe  Road  Ends 
have  required  constant  supervision  as  they  have  been  the  subject  of 
regular  acts  of  vandalism,  broken  windows,  fouling  of  walls  and  damage 
to  flushing  pipes. 

Radioactive  Substances  Act,  1960 

Number  of  premises  registered  —  1. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  (House  and  Trade  Refuse) 

I  have  again  to  record  that  this  service  was  carried  out  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner,  very  few  complaints  being  received  from  house¬ 
holders  during  the  year. 

Three  vehicles  were  used  in  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse 
at  the  West  Wylam  Tip. 


20 


Factories  Act,  1961 

The  register  at  the  end  of  1964  was  as  follows  : — 

10 
7 
3 
3 
3 
3 
1 

gravel 

14 
1 

45 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1961 
Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

21 

24 

- 

(II)  Factories  not  included 
in  (I)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

21 

3'^ 

(III)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers’  Premises) 

3 

4 

Total  .  . 

45 

60 

— 

— 

Joiners’  and  Builders’  Premises  .  . 
Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers 
Sanitary  Pipes  and  Brickworks  .  . 
Blacksmiths  and  Light  Engineering 
Battery  Charging  .  . 

Chemical  Works  .  . 

Miscellaneous  (Building  operations, 
extraction,  etc.) 

Engineering  Works 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number 

of  Cases  in  which  Defects  w( 

3re  found 

Particulars 

Referred 

( 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
pro¬ 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Re¬ 

medied 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

I 

I 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— . 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

— . 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

— 

— • 

— . 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — • 

(a)  Insufficient 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

I 

I 

— 

— - 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

1 

, 

- 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Outwork 

There  are  no  Outworkers. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Section  13  —  Inspection 

Butchers 

Canteens 

Clubs 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  . 
General  Dealers 
Hospital  Kitchens 
Public  Houses 
School  Kitchens 
Snack  Bars.  . 


and  Supervision  of  Food 

.  4 

.  3 

.  4 

.  3 

.  47 

2 

.  9 

.  3 

.  .  .  .  .  .  1 

79 


Unsound  Food 

Surrendered 

Bacon 

13  lb.  4  ozs. 

Corned  Beef 

.  .  6  lbs. 

Ox  Tongue 

.  .  30  lb. 

Various  Canned  Foods,  etc. 

208  contrs 

Disposal  of  Unsound  Food 

Unsound  food  has  been  disposed  of  by  burying  in  the  West  Wylam 

Tip. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  24  —  Sale  of  Horse  Flesh) 

There  are  no  premises  dealing  in  horse  flesh. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  16  —  Registration  of  Premises 
(Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  and  of  Sausages,  etc. 

Premises  registered  under  this  section  have  been  inspected.  In  every 
case  prepacked  ice  cream  in  containers  is  kept  in  refrigerators. 

There  is  no  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  in  the  urban  district. 


Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947 
Sampling  of  Ice  Cream 

Seven  samples  of  ice  cream  were  collected  from  various  shops  and 
the  reports  in  all  cases  were  completely  satisfactory,  the  samples 
being  graded  one. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Section  63  —  Licensing  of  Slaughter  Houses 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  use. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  and  1954 

Number  of  licences  issued  to  slaughter  animals  —  1. 
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Inspection  and  Control  of  Milk  Supplies 

The  Public  Health  Department  again  co-operated  with  the  Northum¬ 
berland  County  Council  in  the  examination  of  milk  as  sold  by  retail  and 
twelve  samples  were  taken  by  the  County  Council  Inspector  during  the 
year.  In  all  cases  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  269  —  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

Number  of  movable  dwellings  registered  —  none. 

Disinfection  of  Premises 

Disinfection  of  houses  was  carried  out  by  the  ihtblic  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  as  necessary. 

Disinfestation  of  Premises 

A  number  of  remedial  treatments  were  given  following  complaints 
of  various  pests  and  insects  found  in  certain  houses. 

Places  of  Entertainment.  Circular  120,  Ministry  of  Health 

Number  of  Cinemas  —  1. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  pet  shops. 

Offensive  Trades.  Public  Health  Act,  1936  —  Section  107 

Restriction  on  establishment  of  offensive  trade  in  urban  district 

There  is  no  offensive  trade  in  the  district. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

A  complaint  was  received  of  a  nuisance  caused  by  noise  but  follow¬ 
ing  action  by  the  department,  no  further  trouble  was  experienced. 


Landlord  and  Tenant  Act,  1962 

A  number  of  enquiries  were  received  at  the  office  and  assistance 
given  where  necessary. 

Litter  Act,  1958 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Act. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

An  Act  to  make  fresh  provision  for  securing  the  health,  safety  and 
welfare  of  persons  employed  to  work  in  office  or  shop  premises  and 
provision  for  securing  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  persons  em¬ 
ployed  to  work  in  certain  railway  premises. 
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Certain  administrative  provisions  were  brought  into  operation  on 
the  1st  May,  1964,  viz  : — 

section  49  :  the  registration  of  premises  with  the  enforcing 

authority. 

section  29(2)  :  application  for  fire  certificates  where  required. 

Registration  of  all  premises  requiring  to  be  registered  under  section 
49  was  carried  out  in  the  summer  of  1964  and  since  then  inspections  of 
premises  have  continued  regularly. 

So  far  no  accident  has  occurred  in  any  of  the  registered  premises. 

Conclusion 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  would  like  to  express  my  sincere  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  kind  support  I  have  received  throughout  the  year  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  and  all  other  Members  of  the  Council. 

It  is  again  pleasing  to  refer  to  the  help  and  assistance  given  to  me  by 
Miss  Joyce  Gray,  Clerk  and  Shorthand/Typist  in  the  Public  Health 
Department,  who  has  performed  her  various  duties  in  a  very  efficient 
and  satisfactory  manner. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  G.  TWEDDLE, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Rodent  Control 

The  work  of  destroying  rats  and  mice  was  carried  on  by  the  rodent 
operator  throughout  the  year  and  no  special  problems  arose  from  infest¬ 
ations  which  were  principally  very  small. 

The  tabulated  statement  gives  the  work  done  during  1964. 


Type  of  Property 

Non-Agri 

cultural 

(I) 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.Coun- 
cil  Houses) 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols,  (i) 

(2)  &  (3) 

(5) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

I.  Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

12 

3100 

89 

3291 

27 

2.  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of 
notification 

77 

9 

86 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by  : — 
Common  Rat  Major  .  . 

Minor  .  . 

— 

34 

7 

4T 

— 

Ship  Rat.  .  Major  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  Mouse  Major  .  . 

- - 

- - 

- - 

— 

— 

Minor  .  . 

— 

43 

— 

43 

— 

3.  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the  Act 

12 

TOO 

47 

168 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by  : — 
Common  Rat  Major  .  . 

Minor  .  . 

2 

0 

— 

TT 

. — . 

Ship  Rat.  .  Major  .  . 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Minor  .  . 

- — . 

_ — 

- - - 

— 

House  Mouse  Major  .  . 

1 

. — . 

— . 

1 

. — . 

Minor  .  . 

1 

5 

2 

1 1 

— 

4.  Total  number  of  properties 
otherwise  inspected  (e.g. 
when  visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

lOI 

1 16 

I 

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by  : — 
Common  Rat  Major  .  . 

9 

Minor  .  . 

— 

6 

6 

— 

Ship  Rat.  .  Major  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

House  Mouse  Major  .  . 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  .  . 

— 

4 

- - 

4 

— 

5.  Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  re -inspect¬ 
ions  .  . 

3^ 

203 

47 

286 

24 

6.  Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  (in  Sections  2,  3 
and  4)  treated  by  the  L.A. 

12 

lOT 

9 

T  22 

7.  Total  treatments  carried 
out  including  re -treatments 

12 

79 

4 

95 

— 

6- 


4 
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